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BOIL WATER ORDER- Answer to Common Questions 

 

Drinking Water 

1. Boiling- Bring water to a rolling boil for one minute. Let cool.  

2. OR  Use bottled water  

 Food and Cooking 

1. Bring water to a boil for one 1 minute before adding food 

2. Only use boiled and cooled water or bottled water to make ice, juice, baby formula, 

coffee 

3. Only used boiled and cooled water or bottled water to wash fruits and vegetables 

that will be eaten raw.  

4. Throw away any ice, juice, or formula made with tap water that wasn’t boiled first.  

Same with fruits and vegetables that were washed in tap water and used raw.  

Washing Dishes 

1.  You may use a dishwasher if it has a sanitizing cycle.  If it does not have a sanitizing 

cycle, or you  if you are not sure if it does, you may hand wash dishes using the 

following steps 

2. OR wash and rinse dishes as normal.  As a final step, immerse the dishes for 1 

minute in the sink with lukewarm water and a capful of bleach.   Let dishes air dry 

3. OR Wash and rinse dishes with boiled and cooled water or bottled water. 

Washing Clothes 

1.  You may wash and dry clothes using the tap water are you normally would. Use the 

correct amount of detergent. Only use bleach if safe for clothing. 

Handwashing 

1.  Wash your hands with soap and boiled and cooled water. Or use bottled water. 

OR wash and dry hand as normal with tap water and follow up with hand sanitizer.  



 

Bathing  

1.  Adults and older children may bath and shower using tap water as normal.  Take 

care not to ingest the water.  Younger children and infants should be sponge bathed 

to prevent ingestion of any water.  

Brushing your Teeth 

1.  Use boiled and then cooled water.  Or Use bottled water.  

Pets 

1. Give your pets the same water to drink as yourself.  Bottled water or boiled and then 

cooled water.  

Houseplants, Lawns, and Gardens 

1. You may water houseplants, lawns, and most garden plants as normal. The only 

exception would be certain edible fruits and vegetables with high water content like 

strawberries and tomatoes. 

 

 


